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Gov. Greitens steps down 


Resignation to take effect Friday; 
Lt. Gov. Mike Parson to step in 


JEFFERSON CITY (AP) — Gov. Eric Greitens, a 
sometimes brash political outsider whose uncon- 
ventional resume as a Rhodes scholar and Navy 
SEAL officer made him a rising star in the Repub- 
lican party, abruptly resigned Tuesday amid a wid- 
ening investigation that arose from an affair with his 


Sheriff's office encourages safe medicine disposal 


former hairdresser. 

The 44-year-old governor spent nearly six months 
fighting to stay in office after the affair became pub- 
lic in January in a television news report that aired 
immediately following his State of the State address. 
The probes into his conduct by prosecutors and 
lawmakers began with allegations stemming from 
the affair and expanded to include questions about 
whether he had violated campaign-finance laws. 

Greitens said his resignation would take effect 


Friday. 

“This ordeal has been designed to cause an 
incredible amount of strain on my family — mil- 
lions of dollars of mounting legal bills, endless per- 
sonal attacks designed to cause maximum damage 
to family and friends,’ he said in a brief statement 
from his Jefferson City office, his voice breaking at 
times. 

Lawmakers pressuring Greitens to step down 
included many Republicans, who feared his trou- 


bles could jeopardize the GOP’s chances of defeat- 
ing incumbent Democrat Sen. Claire McCaskill in 
a race considered essential to Republican hopes of 
keeping control of the Senate. 

The local St. Louis prosecutor’s office said it had 
reached a “fair and just resolution” on criminal 
charges against Greitens now that he’s leaving office. 
However, the prosecutor said details would not be 


See Greitens on Page 3 


Poetry winners 


By Helen Wilbers 


helen@fultonsun.com 


The Callaway County Sheriff’s Office 
is offering a safe and easy way to get 
rid of those old medications cluttering 
your medicine cabinet. 

There’s a new, permanent Drug Take 
Back box installed in the lobby. Sheriff 
Clay Chism said the box is secure and 
monitored with cameras to prevent any 
attempts to break in. 

“To be clear, we'll still be participat- 
ing in the drug take-back events with 
Callaway County Water District No. 2,” 
he added. 

The take-back box is intended to be 
a year-round way to dispose of unused 
and unwanted medications. 

The U.S. Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration said it’s important to dispose of 
medications properly to prevent peo- 
ple from accidentally or deliberately 
misusing them. Suggestions from the 
FDA include making use of drop boxes, 
or mixing the medicines with unpalat- 
able substances such cat litter or coffee 
grounds in a sealed plastic bag before 
throwing them in the trash. 

Visitors to the sheriff’s office can 
deposit prescription and over-the- 
counter medications, which can be left 
in their original packaging — opaque 
bags inside the box will obscure any 
personal information on pill bottles. 
(The FDA also encourages scratching 
out personal information on packaging 
before discarding it.) 

“However, we can’t accept any 
needles or sharps, or compressed air 
cylinders such as inhalers,” Chism 
added. 
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Sgt. Jeffrey Harding, evidence custodian for the Callaway County Sheriff's Office, shows off the depart- 
ment’s new drug take-back box. The box provides a safe and anonymous way to dispose of unwanted 


medication. 


IV solutions and other injectables are 
also prohibited. Liquid medications 
are fine as long as they’re not inside 
syringes, he said. 

The drugs will be regularly collected 


by the department’s custodian of evi- 
dence, Sgt. Jeffrey Harding, who will 
make sure they’re properly destroyed 
by incineration. 

“Tm excited for this program,” Hard- 


Bricks and mortar 


Callaway library brick 
restoration begins 


By Jenny Gray 


editor@fultonsun.com 


The blonde brick at the Callaway 
County Public Library will get some 
love this summer. 

On Tuesday, workers began tuck 
pointing the exterior bricks — repair- 
ing mortar between them. A new sys- 
tem is being used in this work, said 
Bob Collins, journeyman tuck point- 
er from Mid-Continental Restoration 
Co. 

“Its a new dustless system that’s 
required now,’ he said, explaining the 
old mortar will be ground down and 
new mortar applied. 

The restoration project also 
includes replacing the north-side 
sidewalk to meet ADA requirements, 
repairing or replacing stair railings, 
work on soffits, and other minor 


improvements. 

“It’s important to make improve- 
ments on a regular basis, before a 
major, more costly repair occurs,” said 
Greg Reeves, manager of the Callaway 
County Public Library. “The original 
structure is one of the original Carnegie 
libraries built in the early 1900s. We’re 
proud of that and want to maintain it 
properly, as well as the addition that 
was completed in 1984.” 

Scottish businessman and philan- 
thropist Andrew Carnegie donated 
funds from 1883-1929 to build 2,509 
libraries around the world. Including 
some university library systems, 1,689 
Carnegie libraries were built in the 
United States, 660 in the United King- 
dom and Ireland, 125 in Canada, and 
others in Australia, South Africa, New 
Zealand, Serbia, Belgium, France, the 
Caribbean, Mauritius, Malaysia and 
Fiji. 

The Fulton library, at 710 Court St., 
was helped along with a Carnegie grant 
of $10,000, pledged on April 8, 1911. 
Before that, members of the Fulton 


Women’s Club, meeting Feb. 25, 1907, 
at the home of Mrs. J.K. Smith, listened 
to a lecture by Professor Willis Kerr of 
Westminster College on the subject of 
books, and then proposed and carried 
a motion to “consider the matter of 
forming a public library.” 

About four years later, the commu- 
nity had its library, the one still used 
today. However, two rooms at the 
northeast corner of the Odd Fellows 
Building were first used to temporari- 
ly house a Library Association, opened 
on July 2, 1908. The first librarian was 
Frances Watson. 

The lot between Court and Market 
streets was purchased and local archi- 
tect M.F. Bell, working with Carnegie’s 
New York representative, completed 
plans for the new building. In Sep- 
tember 1911, W.R. Odor was awarded 
the building contract and the corner- 
stone was laid Nov. 2, 1911. The library 
moved into the completed building 
the following July. The building was 


See Library on Page 2 


ing said. 

Chism and Harding said they hope 
the easy-to-use box encourages safe 
disposal of medications in the commu- 


nity. 


to be announced 


To the Fulton Sun 


The Callaway County Public Library and 
the Auxvasse Creative Arts Program will 
recognize the winners of the 2018 Calla- 
way County Youth Poetry Contest at 6 p.m. 
Thursday at the library. 

Prizes will be awarded to first-, second- 
and third-place winners in each age group. 

This year’s theme was “Poetry Potluck 
— All About Food.’ Students were encour- 
aged to write about food, focusing on the 
senses of taste, smell, sight and touch, 
while considering more formal aspects of 
poetry such as potential rhyme schemes 
and how the words they wrote harmonize 
together when read aloud. 

Winners are as follows: 


5-8 years old 


lst — Olivia Jane Kerr, “Munch, Munch, 
Munch” 
2nd — Miley Thurber, “Cupcake” 


9-12 years old 


1st — McKenzie Dorner, “Orange” 

2nd — Dillon Dick, “Steak” 

3rd — D.J. Wall, “Goats Aren’t Food,’ and 
Devin Jones, “Sweet” 


13-18 years old 


lst — Karlie Watson, “Onion” 

2nd — Braydn O’Neal, “Chicken” 

3rd — Hailee White, “Ice Cream” 

The judges were Denise Felt, a former 
poetry teacher and magazine editor, and 
Clarence Wolfshoh, William Woods pro- 
fessor emeritus, active in the small press as 
writer and publisher for nearly 50 years. 


Jenny Gray/FULTON SUN 


Bob Collins, a journeyman tuck pointer from Mid-Continental Restoration Co., 
loops yellow caution tape around the west entrance of the Callaway County 
Library on Tuesday morning. He and project foreman Chris Fountain were 
preparing for the library’s restoration project. 
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Dead bear found 
on Interstate 44 


Authorities said a dead bear was found on 
Interstate 44 in southern Missouri. 

The Springfield News-Leader reported the adult 
bear was spotted Sunday morning on the eastbound 
interstate near Strafford. Authorities said the bear 
appeared to have been hit by a vehicle and was 
dead when they arrived. They found no indication 
that a person was hurt in the crash. No vehicle was 
present when an officer arrived. 

Missouri's black bear population was estimated to 
be 300-350 as of 2012. If the population continues 
to increase above 500 as expected by 2021, state 
officials may add a limited black bear hunting season. 


